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The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the 
Chippenham Borough Council. 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report 
for the year 1970. 


The vital statistics for the year were favourable. 
There was a drop in the death rate and the infant mortality 
rate compared with the previous year. 


Plans are proceeding to amalgamate the tripartite 
structure of the present health services in 197. 
thought it would be of interest, therefore, to include in 
this report some figures from the hospital services in 
Chippenham, and have received permission from the Mid-Wilts. 
Hospital Management Committee to do this. 


L would like to thank the Council and its Officers 
for their help and interest during the year. I would also 
like to congratulate Mr. A.E. Eames, Chief Health Inspector, 
on the honour that has been accorded to him by the 
fssociation of Public Health Inspectors, who have recently 
elected him a Fellow of the Association. 

I have the honour to be, 


Your obedient servant, 
JOHN R. WRAY. 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 


A. GENERAL STATISTICS 


Area (in acres) S  aby seomkpawisare <r) the ebhre rem 1,843 
Population (estimated mid-year) .o. ces ces 18 ,930 
Number of inhabited houses (at 31.12.70) a 6,184 
Number of Council dwellings (at 31.12.70) ... 2,329 
Number of applicants for Council dwellings 

(at 31.12.70 1S CALE GW -DRWES 06 se 233 


MRREMETO@ Value (at 1.4./0) coc cos cece ccs . £807,001 
Penny rate product for 1970/71 cadnlee:: — thw £& 3,338 


B. VITAL STATISTICS 
1. BIRTH AND DEATH RATES 


Birth Rate: Death Rate 
1969 1970 1969 1970 
Chippenham Borough .o. L722 16.5 11.4 10.9 
Calne & Chippenham R.D.C. 18.9 18.7 10.2 lO 
Wiltshire ‘deat 176 “27.2 19.7 l0«7 
England & Wales cee 16.3 16.0 Aie9 lL 


* Comparability figures are supplied to each 
District by the Registrar General. These 
take into account the varying age/sex 
distribution of the population in different 
parts of the country. When applied to the 
local rates, they allow a more accurate 
comparison to be made between different areas. 


2. LIVE BIRTHS 
Male: Female: Totals: 


Legitimate eee USS 156 154 310 
Illegitimate ... see 8 3 ii 
Totals: 164 157 erak 


3. STILL BIRTHS AND PERINATAL MORTALITY 


Three still births were notified during 1970. The still 
birth rate per 1,000 total births is 9; the comparative 
rate for England and Wales as given by the Registrar 
General is 13. 


Perinatal mortality means still births and deaths under 
one week of age. The rate for the Borough was 19 per 
1,000 total births, whereas for England and Wales it was 
236 


4. INFANT MORTALITY 


Male: Female: Tetals: 


Under 1 year of age ..., seo iM 
Under weeks of age eae 2 1 
Under 1 week of age ... oe; 2 
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Infant Mortality Rate 
for the District sa ove cee LO per 1,000 live births 


Comparative Rate 
for England & Wales ... ooo oec 18 per 1,000 live births 


There was a decrease in the Infant Mortality Rate for the 

Borough during 1970, by comparison with the previous year 

when the rate was 27per 1,000 live births. It should be 

porne in mind that the numbers involved are small, so that 
there can be fluctuations in the rate from year to year. 


DEATHS = ANALYSIS OF CAUSES OF DEATH 


Male: Female: Totals: 


Late effects of respiratory T.B. 1 
Malignant neoplasm, buccal cavity 


etc. 


ie 


Malignant 
Malignant 
Malignant 
Malignant 
- Malignant 
Malignant 


neoplasm, 
neoplasm, 
neoplasm, 
neoplasm, 
neoplasm, 
neoplasm, 


stomach 
intestine 


lung, bronchus 


preast 
uterus 
prostate 


Other malignant neoplasms 
Diabetes mellitus 

Other endocrine ete. diseases 
Multiple sclerosis 

Other diseases of nervous system 
Chronic rheumatic heart disease 
Hypertensive disease 

Ischaemic heart disease 

Other forms of heart disease 
Cerebrovascular disease aL 
Other diseases of circulatory system 3 
Influenze 

Pneumonia Ee 
Bronchitis and emphysema Le 
Other diseases of respiratory system 
Peptic ulcer 

Intestinal obstruction and hernia 
Other diseases of digestive system 
Nephritis and nephrosis 

Other diseases, genito-urinary system 
Diseases of musculo-skeletal system 
Congenital anomalies 

Birth injury, difficult labour, etc. 
Other causes of perinatal mortality 
Motor vehicle accidents 

All other accidents 

Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 


Totals: 134 106 24.0 
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DEATHS = BY AGE GROUPS 


Male: Female: Totals: 

Under weeks 
Birth injury, difficult labour, ete. 1 L 
Other causes of perinatal mortality Ae = 

2 1 3 

weeks and under 1 year 

Other endocrine etc. diseases 1 = 
All other accidents e§ = 

2 = 2 
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DEATHS = BY 4GE GROUPS (Continued) 


Male: Female: Totals: 


le ears 
Pneumonia = 1 1 
5 = 1h years 


Other malignant neoplasms = - 
411 other accidents 1 = 


25 = ears 


Congenital anomalies = 2 
Motor vehicle accidents 1 = 


35 = hh years 


Ischaemic heart disease 

Bronchitis and emphysema 

Nephritis and nephrosis 

Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 


tee 
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ww 
= 
f 


3 ears 


Malignant neoplasm, stomach 
Malignant neoplasm, intestine 
Malignant neoplasm, uterus 

Chronic rheumatic heart disease 
Ischaemic heart disease 
Cerebrovascular disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis and emphysema 

Other diseases of respiratory system 
Motor vehicle accidents 

All other accidents 

Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 
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15 
55_- 64 years 


Late effects of respiratory T.B. 
Malignant neoplasm, stomach 
Malignant neoplasm, intestine 
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 
Malignant neoplasm, breast 

Other malignant neoplasms 

Chronic rheumatic heart disease 
Ischaemic heart disease 

Other forms of heart disease 
Cerebrovascular disease 

Other diseases of circulatory system 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis and emphysema 

Diseases of musculo-skeletal system 
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DEATHS - BY AGE GROUPS (Continued) 


Male: Female: Totals: 


65 - 74 years 
Malignant neoplasm, buccal cavity, = 2 
etc. 
Malignant neoplasm, stomach 1 1 
Malignant neoplasm, intestine 2 2 
Malignant neoplasm, breast - 2 
Malignant neoplasm, prostate 2 - 
Other malignant neoplasms 2 2 
Multiple sclerosis = 1 
Other diseases of nervous system = x 
Ischaemic heart disease 13 4 
Other forms of heart disease 1 of 
Cerebrovascular disease 2 3 
Other diseases of circulatory system 1 1 
Influenza = ye 
Pneumonia 2 2 
Bronchitis and emphysema TT - 
Other diseases of digestive system = uf 
30 25 53 
(5 years and over 
Malignant neoplasm, stomach 2. - 
Malignant neoplasm, intestine = 2 
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 1 - 
Malignant neoplasm, prostate a: - 
Other malignant neoplasms - 2 
Diabetes mellitus = 2 
Chronic rheumatic heart disease - 1 
Hypertensive disease - il 
Ischaemic heart disease 18 16 
Other forms of heart disease 3 i 
Cerebrovascular disease 8 3 
Other diseases of circulatory system al. at 
Pneumonia 9 15 
Bronchitis and emphysema 5 - 
Other diseases of respiratory system E. 2 
Peptic ulcer 1 - 
Intestinal obstruction and hernia = z 
Other diseases of digestive system = 1 
Other diseases, genito-urinary system 1 a 
All other accidents 3 2 
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 1 - 
56 56 112 


There was a rise in the number of deaths from ischaemic 
(coronary) heart disease from 64 in 1969 to 68 in 1970. 
Sixteen of the men who died from this cause were under the 
retirement age of 65. Preventive measures are thought to be 
regular exercise, avoidance of smoking, and a sensible diet 
for those who tend to put on weight. 


Although there was a drop in the number of lung 
cancer deaths from 10 in 1969 to only 5 in 1970, I think it 
is worth reporting some of the findings of the Royal College 
of Physicians which were published during the year under the 
title "Smoking and Health Now". This gives clear evidence 
that cigarette smoking increases deaths from lung cancer, 
ischaemic heart disease and chronic bronchitis. From their 
studies over the years on people who have given up smoking 
they are able to estimate that if everyone gave up smoking 
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the number of deaths from lung cancer would fall to one tenth 
of its present rate. For the individual who gives up smoking 
there is a ssa | risk of dying from lung cancer for every 
year that passes.» he risk was found to be halved in persons 
who had stopped between one and five years, and in those who 
had stopped for fifteen years the risk becomes almost 
negligible (in actual fact 0.2 deaths per thousand, which 
compares with 0.1 deaths per 1,000 for life-long non-smokers). 
These hopeful figures apply even if a person has smoked for 

20 years or more. 


There is clear evidence that the more the number of 
cigarettes you smoke per day the greater the risk of dying from 
lung cancer. Figures for the United Kingdom show that someone 
who smokes 30 or more a day has a risk 30 times that of a 
non-smoker, 20 a day 20 times the risk, and 10 a day about 8 
times the risk. Studies from America and Canada show a lower 
risk, and it is suggested that the higher British rate may be 
due to the British habit of smoking cigarettes to a shorter 
stub length than the Americans, and to the greater exposure of 
the British to air polluted by domestic and industrial smoke. 


During the year Wiltshire County Council distributed 
leaflets giving information on the dangers of smoking to all 
children at their secondary schools. 


There were two deaths from influenza at the 
beginning of the year from the outbreak that started in 
December 1969. There was also an increase in deaths from 
pneumonia from 23 in 1969 to 33 in 1970. 


The number of deaths occurring in residents of the 
Borough due to motor vehicle accidents fell from 4 in 1969 to 
only 2 in 1970. There was a rise in home accidents from 
to 8. 


C. INFECTIOUS DISEASE 


The following table gives details of notifiable 
diseases reported during the past  years:- 


__(____— a6 Ito LOlLr. U.Diu. ufOGgl, woulll: ==. 


1967 /1968 1969 | 1970 


| | 
| | | 

Tuberculosis OP a | 1 
Scarlet Fever 3 iL 2 Sieel 
Whooping Cough 2 ~ ~ | Siy 
Measles | 323 fF | | ta3 yl | 
Dysentery uy. 9 nate oF - | 
Food Poisoning 9 1 2 - | 
| Infectious Hepatitis : = 2 | 5 - | 
| Meningococcal ) = ~ | AP = | 
| Meningitis | | | | 
| Totals: | 344 22 140 | “U7 | 


No case of poliomyelitis has been reported since 1961, and no 
case of diphtheria since 1950. This shows the value of 
immunisation. The County Medical Officer of Heaith reports 
that 92% of the babies born in Chippenham received 
immunisation in their first year of life. No cases of 
dysentery or food poisoning were notified during the year. 


Tuberculosis. 


Only one case was notified during the year. The 
Administrator of the Mess Radiography Service has written to 
Say that there is no intention to alter the service as it now 
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exists, without prior consultation with all interested 
organisations within the region. During the year posters 
showing the dates on which the Mass X-Ray Service was 
available in Chippenham were put up on the notice-board at 
Westinghouse by permission of the management. 


Whooping Cough. 
Five cases were notified. 
Measles. 
Forty-one cases were notified. Immunisation is 
now offered to all children in their second year of life 


to prevent this potentially serious illness. 


Liver Fluke Disease. 


Although no cases have been reported in this area, 
*quring the year an article was published in the British 
Medical Journal reporting forty-four cases of liver fluke 
disease in persons who had eaten wild watercress in the Forest 
of Dean area. As I could find nothing in the medical 
literature about prevention of this disease, I studied the 
-matter and contributed an article to the weekly journal 
“Medical Officer". I have included this as an appendix to 
my report. : 


Immunisation. 


A new immunisation campaign was started during the 
year to protect all girls at secondary school against Rubella 

sometimes called "German Measles"). This is a mild disease, 
put if contracted during the early months of pregnancy can 
damage the foetus so that if the child is born alive it is 
found to have congenital defects such as deafness, blindness, 
or a deformed heart. When it is known that the mother has 
peen in contact with Rubella in pregnancy she can be given a 
protective serum. However, it may not always be known that 
she has contracted the disease, so it is far safer to give 
long-lasting protection in adolescence. 


I am indebted to Dr. C.D.L. Lycett, County Medical 
Officer of Health, for the following statistics of 
immunisation carried out in the Borough: - 
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ear of Birth:|  —«*(1970 1969|1968{1967 |1966 1961 |1955 5|Othere 
65 = 60] | under 7 16 
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D. HOSPITAL STATISTICS 


I am grateful to the Mid-Wilts. Hospital Management 
Committee for the following statistics for local hospitals 
during 1970:- 


Sa (ey S ey | res ers 
hippenham Frogwell| Greenways St Andrew's} 


BEDS : 
Number of beds ae } 2h 156 
Average daily number of beds} | 
occupied 
Average duration of stay in 
days: 

Acute 

Maternity 
Highest daily occupation 
during year 
Lowest daily occupation 
during year 
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IN-PATIENTS | 
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Total admissions 
Total discharges 
(including deaths) 
Deaths 
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| 769 | 13h 
765 242 «| 765 | 15 
{ a | 20% 
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MATERNITY 


ry 
Cots in maternity hospitals 
and departments 
Live births 
Still births 
Neonatal deaths 
Maternal deaths 
Number of infants wholly 
breast-fed on discharge 
Patient days for year of 
infants in maternity wards 
or departments 


no 

E 

~ 
i 


OPERATIONS (in¢luding out-patients) 
1 


ret i 
Lf 
ro 
OV 


Major = = 

Intermediate 20 2h - 

Minor 1207 | = 
TOTAL: 1223 50 - 


- 9S -= 


inet eee SS. 
PAPSEERArEE 
esa | toqt 
) : 3 : 5 ait 


tcomogeneM LettqeoH .adltw-BiM edd ot .1esedm ‘3 H 
efatiqaod Lacol tot. eotistiais wt et ee : 


weibnad. 3 i eyewnses ILfowgee 


Seine ee Cone 


Of 
Bc far f 
os > 
*, -* 
aw > 
Pr i 
€ <- 
pi 
} nt 
~ a 
— > - 
HF J 
>a 
ees eeen + ene 
- 
> 
; ~ 
~ : 
+“ Rst 


_ 
/ Chippenham Progwel! fareennays |St. = 


X-RAY | 

New out-patients ~ - = 

Attendances: Out-patients - ~ - 
In-patients - - = 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 

Individual Treatment | 

New out-patients 1389 ~ - - 

New in-patients 59 43 2 64 

Attendances: Out-patients 11679 - ~ 
In-patients 415 517 6 1037 

Group Exercises | 

New out-patients 609 - 129 4 

New in-patients - | - 513 = 

Attendances: Out-patients 4963 | ~ 671 - 
In-patients - | - 625 | - 
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IN-PATIENT ANALYSIS 


Average dai number of 
occupied beds. 


General Medicine. 


| 

) 

= a = 

| Infectious Diseases - 2.82 - = 
Chest Diseases - 0.01 ~ - 
Chronic Sick - 10.73 - . Lei sge 
General Surgery 3.60 ~ - - 
Ear, Nose & Throat - ~ - - 
Tonsils & Adenoids ~ ~ - . 
Trau. & Orthopaedic 1.06 ~ - - 
Gynaecology : 3.08 - - - 
General Practice Units: i 
Maternity - - ji oo Lie L | _ 
Other Medical ih ee a SE ™ - - 
Dental 0,03,| - - | - | 
Private Beds Poh ~ - - = 
Soh. 0.09 ; — a a 

TOTALS: 20.28 | 19125 i7.314.1 |  I5%.26 | 


» DO 


~ 


= : : ~ a's 
plldrcinss 18) euenanes9| Lorgort| andoggt®| : 


SH ET TE A UE RA m= 


ieee 


™ 

io 

fal] 
a 


a 


B' wei bia. $a ayawase10) [lew3ort asdasqgidd 


Se ee ere 


: 
» 79.2 ri 
| - $8.s ud 
| - ) - £0,0 - 
oe. sai - Ey .OL - 
. | ~ - 03.2 
= = 60.f 
> -| > = 80.€ 


- tg 
bee 


vee 


63.fec ad Sat }es.ek | 


JOUT-PATIENT ANALYSIS 


iGeneral Medicine 
/Paediatrics 

iChest Diseases 
Dermatology 
jNeurology 
iCardiology 
jGeneral Surgery 
jEar, Nose & Throat 
jTrau. & Orthopaedic 
{Ophthalmology 
Radiotherapy 
iGynaecology 
iMental Illness 


|CASUALTY DEPARTMENT: 
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I am indebted to Mr. C.R. Phillips, Engineer to the North 
Wilts. Water Board, for the following information:- 


Free CO5 
Chloride 
Hardness 
Carbonate 
Non-carbonate 
Nitrate Nitrogen 
Nitrite Nitrogen 
Oxygen Absorbed 
Alb. Nitrogen 
Metals 

Fluoride 


Chippenham 
Borehole 


p.p.M. 


Rodbourne 
Borehole 


DePsR, 
17.6.70 


Nil 
Nil 


Charlton | 
Borehole 
Dp.p.B. 
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The water supplies of the area of the North Wilts. 
Water Board have been satisfactory in quality and quantity. 


Supervisory examinations are regularly carried out 
by sampling the untreated waters of the Board's sources, and 
the results obtained in the year under review are as follows:- 

594 samples from raw water supplies were submitted: - 


Excellent: coli. count of less than 1 ... eco 455 


Satisfactory: coli. count of 1 = 3 cae ee fe 
Suspicious: coli. count of 4 - 10 yf See ee ee 
Unsatisfactory: coli. count of more than 10... 29 

594, 


Samples excellent and satisfactory - 89.4%. 


Chlorination of all sources is practised with the aim 
of obtaining chlorine residuals at all consumers' points of 
supplies of between 0.1 and 0.3 p.p.m. 


The Board continues to exercise supervision of the 
quality of raw water from all the sources by submitting samples 
to their Consultant Chemists, the Counties Public Health 
Laboratories, London, and any changes in chemical or mineralogical 
qualities of the water are reported upon by Mr. Gordon Miles, the 
principal of those laboratories. 


Fluoride occurs naturally in quantities from 0.86 to 
0.4 pep.m. in the water obtained from the deep borehole sources 
in the limestone, but it is usually absent in the waters 
Obtained from shallow wells and spring sources. 


The Board is advised by its Consultant Chemists that all 
the waters supplied are not plumbo-solvenit. 


The Board continues to make provision for increases in 
demand for water by seeking additional sources, and this work is 
being done in close co-operation with the River Authorities, 
whose statutory areas extend through the Board's area of supply. 


F, SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL 


I am grateful to Mr. O.E.W. Street, the Borough Surveyor, 
for the following information: - 


Sewage Disposal. 


1. The sewage disposal plants, one at Westmead and the other 
at Patterdown, serve the Borough and the fringe area. 


2. Stage III of the major sewage improvement scheme has been 
approved by the Ministry at an estimated cost of £703,000 
for the following works:- 


(a) The construction of one third of the new disposal 
plant at Blackwell Hams, which will completely replace 
the Patterdown Works. 


(>) A new 1,200mm to 600mm diameter trunk outfall sewer from 
the new works to Bath Road, including twin inverted 
Syphons under the river. 


(c) The replacement of the existing over-loaded and 
defective foul sewer between Bath Road and the Loyalty 
Street area. 
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(d) The laying of surface water sewer in Bath Road, 
Ladyfield Road, Sheldon Road, Loyalty Street, etc., 
and Woodlands Road, to take the surface water out of 
the foul sewels. This is also to avoid further 
disturbance in the same area at a later date. 


(e) The laying of a 900mm to 1,200mm foul sewer to replace 
the existing surcharged sewer near Providence Terrace 
in Ivy Lane to join the trunk sewer in (b) above. 

This is to remove overflow nuisance and divert some of 
the flow from the overloaded Westmead Works. 


(f) It is anticipated that tenders for the execution of 
Stage III will be invited in the spring of 1971 with a 
view to contracts being let and a start made on the 
works in the summer months. 


3. The effluents from the Westmead and Patterdown Works discharge 
to the River Avon. The new works at Blackwell Hams will also 
discharge to the River Avon. 


Refuse Collection and Disposal. 


Refuse collection in the Borough continues to be 
operated with two covered vehicles. House and trade refuse is 
collected weekly, and additional collections are made from 
premises, such as cafes, food and fish shops, etc., where food is 
handled. Waste paper and cardboard is collected from trade 
premises by Albion Paper Products. Free collections of unwanted 
materials were made from all houses in the Borough. 


The work is under continuous review to re-route 
collections to deal with the new houses erected in the Borough. 


Refuse disposal is by controlled tipping at Westmead. 
The handling and covering is done mechanically. 


Full use is made of insecticides in connection with 
refuse collection and tip dressing. The eradication of rats is 
undertaken under the supervision of the Chief Public Health 
Inspector. 


APPENDIX 
There follows my article which was published in the 
weekly medical journal "Medical Officer" (now named "Community 


Medicine") on 7th May, 1971. 
PREVENTION OF HUMAN FASCIOLIASIS 


This paper suggests some practical ways to prevent 
the occurrence of human fascioliasis from eating infested wild 
watercress. 


Ashton et al. (1970) reported 5 cases of human 
fascioliasis in Shropshire, and Harman et al. (1970) 4h cases 
in Monmouthshire/Gloucestershire. In both outbreaks the 
infestation was traced to wild watercress. In previous years 
eases have been reported from Hampshire, Kent and Scotland. 


Cultivated watercress can be protected quite easily 
if the recommendations of the Working Party of the Public Health 
Laboratory Service on the Hygienic Production of Watercress 
(1966) are implemented. The main barriers to contamination 
of cultivated watercress beds are: - 
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(a) properly constructed beds; (b) an sdequate and 
uncontaminated water supply; and (c) prevention, by means 
of adequate fencing, of access of cattle and sheep to the 
beds. 


However, I should like to warn medical officers of 
health to check that these measures are being carried out, 
because the latest edition (1968) of the Ministry of 
Agriculture booklet on "Watercress Growing" does not mention 
the danger of liver fluke anywhere in its 35 pages. 


Wild watercress is in many areas impossible to 
protect from infestation, but even so there are measures that 
can be taken to protect the public. Before discussing these 
it is necessary to consider some facts about the parasite 
and the ecology of the intermediate host, 


Fasciola hepatica was named by Linnaeus in 1758. 
It is a trematode which is a parasite of cattle, sheep, and 
rabbits and has a world-wide distribution. The infected 
animal passes the egg in its faeces; this develops into a 
miracidium, which must find the intermediate host, the 
freshwater snail Lymnaea truncatula, for the life cycle to 
continue. The miracidium can travel up to two yards in 
moist conditions. In the snail it develops over a period 
of about two months and emerges in the form of free-living 
cercariae, which travel onto grass or waterside plants, where 
they encyst, surrounding themselves with a tough protective 
coat. If eaten by a mammalian host the immature fluke 
Migrates through the intestinal wall to the liver. After 
growing in the liver tissue for some six weeks it settles in 
the biliary passages where four weeks later it becomes mature. 
The adult fluke can lay 20,000 eggs a day and a severely 
infected animal can contaminate the ground with up to six 
Million eggs a day. 


The snail Lymnaea truncatula is about £{ inch long, 
and only multiplies in moist conditions. Mozley (1957) 
lists areas in which it is common as hoof prints near drinking 
places, on the banks of streams, along paths, especially where 
they cross streams, near springs, and along the course of 
seepages, also road-side ditches and any shallow depression in 
a pasture that is badly drained. 


The snail is not usually found in clear running water, 
and watercress in this area is likely to be safe. However, 1 
have found from my surveys that wild watercress spreads from the 
centre of streams to cover marshy areas near the banks, and I 
have found the snail in cattle hoof prints with watercress 
growing right alongside. It is these areas where the habitat 
of the snail and the marginal habitat of the watercress overlap 
that are potentially dangerous if cattle and sheep are present. 


I am grateful to Dr. C.B. Ollerenshaw, Central 
Veterinary Laboratory, Weybridge, (personal communication) for 
the following information. 


The greatest danger of infection is in autumn and 
winter. Fluke eggs hatching in June develop in the snail 
during July and August, and the cercariae emerge onto the 
herbage in September and October. In occasional years there 
is a danger of infection of herbage in early summer from snails 
infected in late summer and autumn of the previous year. Ther 
is no development of fluke eggs or of the infection and emergen 
of the parasite from the snail in temperatures below 10°C (50°F 
This means that the fluke is "active" from May to October. 
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Moisture is important to all stages of the parasite as well 

as to the snail, and, since moisture conditions vary enormously 
in habitats and are largely dependent on rainfall, it follows 
that one tends to get a high incidence of disease in wet summers 
and vice versa. 


Once herbage (or watercress) is infected with the 
metacercariae then the infection persists for several months in 
winter (80% of metacercariae encysting in September will still 
be alive at the end of December) and several weeks in summer. 
Viable metacercariae on herbage have been recorded over a period 
of 51 weeks. There is no truth in any country lore that there 
are certain periods when it is safe to eat watercress, although 
it would be much safer to eat it in May, June and July, rather 
than in the autumn and early winter. Some farmers believe 
that frost kills off the metacercariae on herbage, but there is 
no truth in this. Temperature governs the development and 
emergence of the parasite from the snail, but once the herbage 
is infected then temperature has little immediate effect on 
viability. 


Whilst washing of watercress will undoubtedly wash a 
few cysts off the herbage, it will not wash them all off. f 
standard technique when estimating the degree of herbage 
infection is to detach the cysts by washing the herbage in a 
liquidizer. This is very vigorous agitation and does not leave 
watercress in an acceptable condition for eating. The cyst 
wall is very resistant. Metacercariae in cysts will survive 
immersion in formalin for some little time and Dr. Ollerenshaw 
doubts whether there is any prospect of eliminating cysts once 
the watercress is infected. 


Blamire et al. (1970) report that fascioliasis is the 
most common disease of cattle found at meat inspection. They 
state that over 700,000 bovine livers a year, worth over £lm., 
@re condemned in British slaughterhouses, snd that the 
incidence is tending to rise. Figures from a local 
slaughterhouse for 1969 showed that 27% of cattle were infested 
with fascioliasis. 


Since sheep die more readily of the disease than 
cattle, farmers tend to dose their sheep more frequently to try 
and control the disease. In cattle it is a milder disease, 
and may not be detected until slaughter - at which time it is 
the butcher who bears the loss and not the farmer. 


Because the farmer may not know that his cattle have 
fascioliasis, any area of wild watercress to which cattle have 
@ccess, and where the snail Lymnaea truncatula is present, 
should be regarded as potentially dangerous. For this reason 
I consider that the first step in prevention is for the District 
Medical Officer of Health to survey all areas of wild watercress 
in his district. In my area I was surprised to find that it 
was present in so many places. The information can be obtained 
from health inspectors and councillors. In these days of 
specialization I suppose it would be possible to call in an 
expert to look for the snail, but in my case the prospect of 
some pleasant country walks was inviting, so, armed with a pair 
of gum boots and a plastic bag in which to put the snails, I 
set off to investigate. I had no difficulty in finding snails 
in muddy hoof prints and on banks near watercress. They are 
very small, so good eyesight and some patience is required, An 
excellent book with good illustrations of the snail is “Liver 
Fluke Snails in Britain" by Alan Mozley, published by H.K. Lewis 
& Co., London. The snails were sent to the Zoology Department 
of Bristol University for identification, but this can also be 
arranged by the local Public Health Laboratory. Snails are 
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most plentiful in summer and autumn, so this is possibly the 
best time of year for a survey. In winter they go into 
hibernation until March or early April. 


The first beneficial effect of a survey is that on 
reporting to the local council areas of wild watercress 
considered to be potentially dangerous, the local press wiil 
take up the story and give it publicity. At the same time 
they should be informed that cultivated watercress sold in the 
shops is perfectly safe to eat. In this area the subject was 
also reported on the local television and radio news services. 
It is worth repeating (Communicable Disease Report 69/25) that 
in 1969 a resident of Wiltshire, who had eaten some infested 
watercress on a visit to Gloucestershire in 1968, saw a 
television programme on which the outbreak in Gloucestershire 
was being discussed, and was able to diagnose his illness. 


In two areas in which I found the snail Lymnaea 
truncatula in cattle hoof prints next to wild watercress, I 
learned later from councillors that, in previous years, not 
only was this watercress eaten by some people locally, but that 
it was gathered and sold in small grocers’ shops. Health 
inspectors should, therefore. visit shops and check that they 
only buy cultivated watercress from approved sources. It is a 
mistake to think that wild watercress must be poor in quality: 
I have found it wild in two places where it was as lush and 
large-leaved as the cultivated wariety. 


Apart from publicity and warning local shop-keepers, 
it is possible to consider further measures to protect the 
uninformed members of the public. 


The survey will have revealed the following categories 
of watercress:= 


(1) Watercress unable to be infested, either because the 
habitat is” ‘unsui table for the snail, or because the area 
is protected from live-stock. 


(2) Watercress where the snail is present, but arrangements 
can be made for fencing off live-stock. 


(3) Watercress where both the snail and live-stock are 
present together. 


With regard to the last two categories, no action can 
be taken without the full agreement of the landowner. In most 
cases this will be a farmer, and he will be most concerned with 
the health of his live-stock. It is useful to obtain two free 
leaflets to give him, which give a complete account of liver 
fluke and how it:can be controlled. They are Shellstar 
Agricultural leaflet F.2 and Frescon is No Fluke obtainable from 
Shellstar Ltd., Ince Marshes, Ince, Chester CH2 MLB. This 
company sell a new molluscicide, “Frescon", which is harmless to 
live-stock. The Ministry of Agriculture have an Advisory 
Leaflet No. 310 which can be purchased from HMSO, which gives 
full information about the disease, but the leaflet was published 
in 1966 and the chemicals recommended are toxic to live-stock. 


As I did not wish to appear to be advocating the 
product of only one company, I enquired from the Pesticides 
Branch of the Ministry of Agriculture whether any other firm 
markets a product similar to "Frescon" and was informed that 
none does. There are other molluscicides available, such as 
Metaldehyde (Murphy Chemical Co., Boots, May & Baker Ltd.) and 
Methiocarb (Baywood Co., Boots, Pan Britannica Co.), but both of 
these are of higher toxicity. 
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If the farmer is concerned about liver fluke in his 
stock he might either use a molluscicide, or in suitable 
cases fence off the stream if he is persuaded that this could 
be a danger spot for his live-stock. 


District councils are used to buying chemicals to 
kill rats and mice, and disinfectants and insecticides for use 
in homes and on rubbish tips. These chemicals are all used to 
control vectors of disease, so they might be persuaded to buy a 
molluscicide or herbicide in suitable circumstances. However, 
the views of the Pollution Officer of the local River Authority 
must be taken into account. In this area the Pollution Officer 
has no objection to spraying "Frescon"” on land, but is not keen 
on its being sprayed near the water's edge as it is toxic to 
fish. He would, however, approve the use of “Aquacide", an 
officially approved Chipman Chemical Company formulation of 
Giquat, for killing off the wild watercress. This would be 
preferable to removing the watercress by hand, for which labour 
is unlikely to be available. If either "Frescon" or "Aquacide" 
is considered for use, the consent of the owner of the land must 
first be obtained. 


Probably the simplest answer in areas which the pubiic 
frequent is to get the Council to agree to the erection of a 
notice-board - "Warning: Wild watercress may become infected 
with liver fluke". In all cases the permission of the 
interested farmers must be obtained. Another suggested wording 
for a notice-board is - “Warning: Wild watercress should not be 
collected from this area". My objection to this is that, like 
the notice "Keep off the grass", it may not only be ignored, 
put may draw attention to the watercress and actually provoke 
some people to gather it. 


Although it may be impracticable to get prior permission 
from the dozens of landowners who may be involved when doing the 
initial surveys of areas of wild watercress, if a place is 
discovered that seems potentially dangerous to the public, and 
action is considered, such as informing the council (and thereby 
the press), it is courteous and politic to find out who the 
landowner is, and telephone to ask his permission to enter on his 
land. He is then more likely to be co-operative if further 
action such as the erection of a warning notice-board, is 
considered necessary. 


In the case of a notice-board the farmer should be asked 
to advise on the wording, as it is not the intention to advertise 
that the farm is “flukey" and his animals diseased. This might 
affect the prices of animals sold off the farm, and also the price 
or rent of the farm should it change hands. The farmer should be 
told about this possibility so that he can give this matter due 
thought. However, I have so far found farmers agreeable to the 
wording warning about liver fluke. 


Finally, the Conchological Society of Great Britain 
and Ireland have members throughout the country who, I am sure, 
would be willing to help on anything to do with snails; in order 
to obtain the address of members living locally I suggest 
contacting the Secretary, Miss J. Sawyer, 58, Teignmouth Road, 
London, NW2.) 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


of the 


CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


For the Year 1970 


Tos The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of Chippenham. 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


It is with much pleasure that I present my fourth Annual Report 
in respect of the work of the department during 1970. 


This year was European Conservation Year and a veritable deluge of 
oratory, articles and television programmesassailed members of the public from 
all sides. A Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution was set up under 
Sir Eric Ashby and a new Department of the Environment established in Whitehali. 


To one who has spent much of his working life in endeavouring to 
improve the environment and to prevent pollution, the extent of public interest 
and concern was both surprising and stimulating. 


It is easy to criticise the sensation seeking approach by some 
commentators and their views may, perhaps, sometimes be based on insufficient 
data, but there is no doubt as to the underlying concern which is felt by people 
regarding the long term effects of industrialisation, a rising population and 
the increased material benefits demanded by our society. 


No longer is it possible for a community such as Chippenham to 
consider problems in iisolation, and you will find many references in my report 
to our increasing interdependence. 


Local Government as we know it will be completely re-shaped during 
the coming years and in 1974 a new two-tier system will be evolved. It now 
seems certain the Environmental Health will continue to be a major function of 
district councils, but I am concerned that in some circles, proposals have been 
mooted that Clean Air and some aspects of Food and Drugs Control should be 
administered at the new County level. These are essentially field services, 
and the second tier authorities of the sizes contemplated will be more than 
adequate for administrative purposes. Machinery for co-ordination and 
laboratory services already exists and could be readily adopted by the new 
authorities. In my view these services should not be fragmented from the tota 
concept of Environmental Health. 


In conclusion, I must express my appreciation of the assistance 
and support which has again been so readily and generously extended to me by 
Members and Officers of the Council during the year. 

I remain, 


“Yours faithfully, 


A.E.Hames 


Chief Public Health Inspector 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SURVEY OF THE DISTRICT 


The first table sets out the number of visits made by your 


inspectors during the year and gives some indication of the wide range 
of activities which come under the heading of Environmental Health. 


TABLE 1 


Summary of Inspections and Other Visits to Premises 


Atmospheric Pollution 82 
Caravan Sites 52 
Drainage 112 
Factories rT 
Food Premises, including Licensed Premises 315 
Housing 715 
Housing (Multiple Occupation) 11 
Infectious Diseases 43 
Milk Distribution and Dairies 120 
Mobile. Shops and Market Stalls 86 
Noise Abatement Ta 
Offices and Shops 189 
Pest & Rodent Control (Excluding those visits 
made by the operative) 150 
Public Health - General (Including Nuisances) 356 
Sampling of Food 223 
Slaughterhouses (Including resident inspectors) 900 
Swimming Pools 28 
Water Supply and Sampling 199 
Miscellaneous 122 
3,792 


As a result of these visits, 331 formal or informal notices 


were complied with during the year. 


HOUSING 


The Housing situation is again considered under three main 


headings, and I am indebted to the Town Clerk, Borough Surveyor and 
Housing Estates Manager, for various statistics which have been used in 
compiling those sections dealing with the supply of new houses and the 
improvement of older houses. 


A. Provision of an adequate supply of new houses 


TABLE II 


Number of new houses and flats completed 


1970 


a) By local authority 
b) By private enterprise 


Total 
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TABLE III Number of Applicants on Housing Lis 


t 


reer 


1968 |Average last 


a) Number of applicants on 


Dv) 
co) 
°o 


general list * 
b) Applicants for Aged Persons' 
accommodation 94 
Total 294 


* This figure does not include applicants who have already been 
selected for tenancies. 


TABLE IV Stock of Houses 1970 11969 $1968 


Average last | 
10 years — | 
Estimated net gain or loss in the i 
number of dwellings after 
allowance has been made for those 
demolished or no longer used for 


habitation 


The supply of new houses by both local authority and private 
enterprise again fell sharply and when this factor is considered against 
a relatively stable housing list and a slight fall in the estimated pop- 
ulation of the town, as recorded by the Registrar General, it would be © 
easy to assume that the supply and demand for new housing was in balance. 


This pattern must, however, be set against the restriction on 
new housing development imposed by the need to avoid further over-loading 
of the sewerage works, and the buoyant state of the second-hand housing 
market, particularly in houses costing below £5,000. There could be an 
underlying and unsatisfied demand, particularly by young couples, which, 
to some extent, is being met by new housing in the surrounding towns. 


The decline in private rented accommodation continues and it 
seems likely that Housing Associations will have to be relied upon to meet 
this particular need in the future. Despite successive Housing and Rent 
Acts there is no evidence that private capital is prepared to invest in the 
provision of new rented accommodation for general use. Preliminary enquiries 
have been made by Housing Associations in this area and some developments in 
this field may be expected in 1971. 


B. The Maintenance, Repair and Improvement of the Stock of Older Houses 
TABLE V Inspection of Dwellings 


< Inspected for housing defects 238 
b) Number of dwellings found to be unfit for 

human habitation 37 
c) Number of dwellings found to be not in all 

respects fit for habitation 118 
d) Number of dwellings made fit in consequence of 

informal action 31 


e) Number of dwellings made fit in consequence of 
Statutory action under Sections 9 & 16 of the 


Housing Act 1957 or the Public Health Act 1936 NIL 
f) Number of other houses in which defects were 
remedied 82 
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TABLE VI 


TABLE VII 


1, 


2. 


Houses in Multiple Occupation 

a) Total number of houses in Multiple Occupation 50 

= Number of Inspections 11 
Number of Notices served - 


i) to make good neglect of proper standards 1 
ii) to require additional services or facilities 3 
ah direction on overcrowding 3 
iv) number of control orders made Nil 


Improvement of Houses 
Number of Enquiries = 133 


Month Applications | Grant Paid || Amenities Provided — 
iRevid App" No. [ Amopnt Bath W.H.B. [SK. | H.WiW.C 
A | | 
PRBETESETenjrure <2) pe the ef ees 
March | eh eccvlaned be 
ma a 


' ; 
1 ie Se | kee $} |= 


[ae 


November i | Bw Bi, rary 
2m EE pT 
ee ae ——————— ee ol 
TOTAL ines 10 6 #16 i} 62 3 6] 2 


In one case, an ecel ication, was re celved. from a tenanted aaeeeutr 
the remainder being in respect of owner occupier houses. 


DISCRETIONARY GRANTS 


Month | Applications Grants Paid 
Rev'd jAppv'dj Amount} “2s Amount 
, January 


rh 
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May as 
| 


July 1 

August ne 
September igs hae 
October 1 | 
November 
December 


a ere 


In two cases applications were S peceived in respect 0 of ten Spee 
properties, the remainder being from owner/occupied hou 


*The figures in the brackets indicate the number of neaiaats ons 
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3. Local Authority owned houses improved during the year 15 
4. Improvement Areas 


No formal or informal improvement areas have been declared during the year. 


Maintenance, Repair and Improvement of the Older Houses 


The new Act has enabled a more positive approach to be made to the problem 
of ensuring that structurally sound houses are not allowed to lapse into disrepair, 
decay and obsolescence. We are told that within 30 years the average family house 
will be about 25% larger as people become more "affluent, better educated and more 
leisured". This is a sobering thought when one considers the present difficulties, 
together with the amount of capital investment and widespread grants which are 


- necessary to bring houses up to present day standards, and which we furthermore 


confidently state will provide satisfactory housing accommodation for the next 
30 years. Already we are finding that houses improved in the very early stages 
of the improvement campaign in the fifties are requiring further substantial 
repairs and improvements. 


It is vital that we ensure that not only are the essential amenities provided 
but major structural repairs and other inherent defects are eliminated at the same 
time. In the future we may well find that a phased programme of improvement may 
become necessary if the older houses are to continue to make their proper 
contribution in the housing sector. 


As a nation we are spending far less of our gross National Product on housing 
than many other industrial countries and it seems essential that in the future a 
far greater proportion of our national and personal incomes will be spent on 
housing. 

The impetus towards improvement and repair must now be sustained and it is 
hoped that the present inflationary spiral in housing costs can be halted before 
the benefitsof the new higher grants are eroded away by higher costs. 


Area improvement with public participation could provide a further stimulus 
and by improving the environment as well as the houses, will make a significant 
contribution to the quality of life in the older parts of the town. 


A number of areas are under consideration but the problems highlighted by a 
housing survey of The Butts area, which was completed during the year, has meant 
that considerable time and energy had to be directed to evaluating the results 
of the survey and dealing with the pressing problems highlighted in the report. 
The success of the Improvement Campaign has also meant that your officers have 
been fully committed in dealing with individual applications and enquiries 
which have been coming forward at a camendable rate. 


On the whole, 1970 has been an encouraging year in which considerable progress 
has been made in this sector. 


Clearance of Unfit Dwellings 
TABLE VIII Proceedings under Sections 16 & 23. Housing Act, 1957 


1. Number of Demolition Orders made 7 
2. Number of houses demolished as a result of Demolition Orders 6 


3. Number of Local Authority houses demolished le 
4. Number of Closing Orders made or undertakings accepted 10 
5. Number of families rehoused 6 
6. Number of persons rehoused Gl 


Proceedings under Section 42. Housing Act, 1957 


1. Number of houses demolished as a result of Clearance Area 


procedure 26 

2. Number of houses in confirmed Clearance Areas 8 
3. Number of houses in Clearance Areas awaiting confirmation ~ 
4. Number of families rehoused 5 
8 


5. Number of persons rehoused 
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Clearance of Unfit Dwellings 


._ Steady progress was made in dealing with the remaining unfit houses in the 
town, but the new levels of compensation which are required to be paid to 
owner/occupiers has greatly increased the cost of this work by artificially 
inflating the value of an unfit house from a site value of £25 to a figure 
twenty or thirty times this value. The balance between clearance as opposed 
to reconditioning has, at least temporarily, shifted in favour of reconditioning, 
both on economic and social grounds. Clearly, however, there is a need for caution, 
because where the fabric is worn out and the layout and arrangement incapable of 
improvement, then the undoubtedly high cost of reconditioning cannot be justified 
if the sole result is a mere stretching of the life of a fundamentally unsound 
house for a few years. 


The Council's proposals for dealing with unfit houses over the next four 
years have been submitted to the Department of the Environment, but it is hoped 
that a proportion of these houses will be reconditioned where this is found to 
be a practical proposition. 


HOUSING ACT 1969. PART III 


Rent of Dwelli in good repair and provided with Standard Amenities 
TABLE IX 


Applications 


Qualification Certificates 
Certificates of Provisional 
Approval 


No Certificates of Disrepair were issued under the Rent Act 1957. 


A new procedure was introduced fon the changing of a controlled tenancy into 
a regulated tenancy, which, whilst retaining the security of tenure, provided 
for the rent to be increased by instalment and a new Fair Rent to be assessed by 
the Rent Officer. The procedure is complicated and it is a condition of approval 
that the house has the five amenities, is in good repair and otherwise fit for 
habitation. 


It is very necessary for rents in the private sector to keep pace with rising 
costs of maintaining property in a satisfactory condition, but the present procedure 
can lead to owners being unreasonably deprived of their rights to apply for this 
certificate where works have been carried out to the premises since the Act came 
into operation, 


HOUSING ACT 1 
Overcrowding 


A number of complaints were received regarding overcrowding, but in no case 
were the number of persons living in these dwellings in excess of the statutory 
limit laid down in the Housing Act 1957. The standard is very low and not 
really relevant in present day conditions. 


HOUSING SURVEY. THE BUTTS 


The object of the survey was to obtain and present the facts and subsequently 
to formulate proposals for dealing with the situation in the light of the 
Council's powers under the Housing Acts 1957 = 1969. 


At the end of the year consultations were being held with the Department of 
the Environment regarding the future of the whole area. 


The situation is complicated by the mixed development and despite the high 
proportion of sub-standard houses, a number have had considerable sums of 
money spent on them and other houses are sound, or capable of improvement. 
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Housing Survey. The Butts. Cont'd... 


The area is centered on The Butts and is bounded by part of The Causeway, 
part of London Road, The Hospital, Baydons Lane, Common Slip and Ladds Lane. 


It is an area of mixed housing and commercial properties and with two 
exceptions all houses were built in the mid-19th Century or earlier. The 
south side of Baydons Lane and the lower parts of The Butts comprise new 
residential dévelopment and have been excluded from the area. The 8 houses 
comprising No.1 The Butts Compulsory Purchase Order have also been excluded 
from the tables. 


TABLE X 
1. Jumher of houses in the area 85 
2. Number of houses: Owner/Occupied 52 
Tenanted 29 
Void 4 


' Three of the houses are in multiple-occupation 
3. Number of houses improved with Grant Aid: 
Standard Grant 
Discretionary Grant 
Type of Grant not specified 


4. Number of houses scheduled as being of Architectural 
or Historic interest 


’ A few of the older cottages are on the Supplementary List. 
5. Number of houses Owner/Occupied: 
a) Known to have mortgages 15 
b) Free of mortgage 9 
ec) Information not available 28 


6. Number of houses occupied by: 


i) Elderly persons 33 
ii) Middle aged 29 
iii) Young 19 
iv) Void 4 
7. Standards of Fitness - Houses not in all respects satisfactory 
Repair 4l 
Stability 35 
Dampness 66 
Natural Lighting = at | 
Ventilation 43 
Water Supply 6 
Drainage 3 
Indoor Sanitary Convenience lacking 29 
Food Storage (no ventilated storage or 
refrigerator) 40 
Inadequate facilities for preparing food 
41 
Disposal of Waste Water 6 
Internal bad arrangement 16 
8. Lack of Modern Amenities 
Indoor W.C. 29 
Separate room with Bath or Shower 34 
Hot Water to Bath or Shower 35 


Wash Basin (elsewhere than in kitchen) 36 
Hot Water to satisfactorily sited basins 41 


Indoor Sinks 5 
Hot and Cold water to Sink a 
Ventilated Food Stores and/or 

Refrigerators 40 


Certain of these amenities are badly sited in 
relation to habitable rooms. 
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G. MOVEABLE DWELLINGS 


TABLE XI 


Private Licensed Sites used during the Year 


Laydfield Nurseries i 

Bath Road 1 

52, Lowden rl 

32, Brookwell Close x 

56, London Road 1 
Council=-owned Sites 

Hill Corner Road 4 

Southmead 10* 
Sites exempt from Licensing Requirements 

67, Hill Corner Road 2 

21 


* The number of occupied sites had been reduced to 8 by the end of the year. 


Council Caravan Sites 


The site in Southmead has had a chequered career and was evolved from a 
wartime camp, Both this site, and the one in Hill Corner Road fall far short of 
the standards expected in permanent residential caravan sites and the Council 
have decided to progressively run down the sites over a period of two years. 


Whilst there is a small minority of people who wish to live permanently 
in caravans, the majority, particularly young people with families, look upon 
them as a temporary expedient. Properly equipped caravan sites make heavy 
demands on capital and smaller sites with less than 20 caravans are unlikely 
to be a viable proposition in the future. 


Gypsies and Other Travellers 


The pattern of previous years was repeated and difficulties were again 
experienced with itinerant travellers parking their caravans and lorries and 
leaving their debris on any cleared site, and even Emery Lane Car Park on one 
occasion. 


There are no residential or transit sites available for their use in 
Wiltshire, and the problem seems likely to continue until alternative sites 
are provided and itinerant travellers persuaded to use them. 
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PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT 


Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 1963 


1) Registrations and General Inspections 
TABLE X11. 


Class of premises 


Registered premises 
receiving one or sage < 
general inspection j 


during the year 


No. of premises Total No. of 
newly registered | registered premises 


during the year | at end of year 


<= 


Offices 


Retail Shops 29 
Wholesale shops, 1 
warehouses 

Catering establishments 1 8 


open to the public and 
canteens | 
Fuel Storage Depots 


Totals 


2) Number of visits of all kinds (including general inspections) 
to registered premises 195 


3) Analysis by workplace of persons employed in registered premises at end of year 
TABLL XIII 


Class of Workplace... MNumber of persons employed” 4 
Offices « 961 
Retail Shops 902 
Wholesale departments, warehouses 138 
Catering establishments open to the public 139 
Canteens. 6 


Fuel Storage Depots - 


2146 
Total Males 1377 
Total Females 769 


4) Number of inspectors appointed under section 52(1) of the Act = 


4 Public Health Inspectors 


5) Analysis of Contraventions 


TABLL XIV 
jeection =~=—«—“ ‘a r)6)6™Séwmberr of Contraventions Found ——_} 
4 Cleanliness iL 
6 Temperature 13 
7 Ventilation 15 
8 Lighting 16 
9 Sanitary Conveniences aT 
10 Washing Facilities 16 
NG | Supply of Drinking Water 5 
12 Clothing Accommodation 10 
13 Seating Facilities 1 
16 Floors, Passages & Stairs 13 
If Fencing exposed parts of 
dangerous machinery 6 
18 Protection of young persons 
from dangerous machinery 1 
24 First Aid ie 
Other Matters 8 
TOTAL: 139 
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TABLE XV_- 

Reported Accidents 

——— eee ete ” 
Workplace No. Reported Total No. Action Recommended 


Non-Fatal Investigated Formal Informal No Action} 
Warning Advice 


cm | 
; 


Offices 

Retail Shops i 
Wholesale Shops and | 
Warehouses w © 7 ~- - - = 
Catering Establishments ’ 
open to the public, and 
Canteens = = - = - 
Fuel Storage Depots = = - - ~ 


Www 
w 
a) 


<=rirees | 


TOTALS: 6 5 1 1 4 i 


Analysis of Reported Accidents 
TABLE -XVI. 


Wholesale 
Warehouses 


ces 


Struck by falling object 


Machinery 1 im = 

Falls of Persons 1 1 - | 

Stepping on or striking against 

objects or persons ~ 1 - 

Handling Goods = L = | 
| 


Accidents 


There is little doubt that all accidents are not being reported by occupiers, 
particularly in the smaller concerns, and in the course of lectures and talks 
to school leavers and other bodies, the need for such action is constantly 
emphasised. Occupiers frequently confuse their obligations under this Act 
with the need to notify the Department of Health & Social Security for 
insurance purposes. There has also been inconvenience and delay due to 
difficulties in obtaining forms and a modified procedure has been commended to 
the Department of Employment and Productivity. 


One of the accidents reported during the year involved a serious hand injury 
to an employee following the failure to replace a broken guard on a food 
slicing machine. These particular machines are extremely dangerous when 
operated without proper guards, and yet, because they are so familiar in all 
food shops, the hazard is not appreciated by employees. The new regulations 
relating to safety standards to be applied to hoists and lifts have provided 
clear guidance on dealing with this equipment, which requires considerable 
expertise. 


Factories Act 1961 


Only limited parts of this Act are administered by local authorities, the 
main provisions being the responsibility of Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories. 


TABLKL XVII Inspections for Provisions to Health 


No. on 
Premises Regis- Inspec- Written Occupiers 
; ter tions Notices Prosecuted 
1) Factories in which Secs. 1.2.3.4 | 
& 6 are to be enforced by local 
authorities - - = 
2) Factories not included in (1) in | 
which Sec.7 is enforced by the 
local authorities 72 L7 5 “ 
3) Other premises in which Sec.7 is 
gi . - 
Paecintine’ catroreeds' ateciace es 
TOTAL: he) 20 6 - 


Re 


——— 


bebacamooeh aoltios .of [stoT betroqel .off 
oijo oh IamzoTal femrot beteattecynt Lataii-aoh 
solvbA amtirrsW a eee ae 


— 
= 


é y g. 
r [ £ 
| 
[--- 
{ f e 
eiseslo 585 U Ofc Je 
RouuQgdeLa 
- big = £ 
- f [ 
7 I ” 
i od if ad 
~ - f 


20 ¥¢ Baetecoge: yoted gon exe sinebtoss Ife tant 

3) bane eegtitost to smtuoo eft at bus ,anxreonde celia 

vliuetanoon ei wolios doys tot bees edd ,selbod stedto hme 
stot cebow enoltapildo aledt sevtaco ylémeupest eka 

fot viluvoe? Letoo8 4 dtiveH to tneatzeqed ent wiibons 

of pub ¥eleb bas eonsinevacont mesd ols aad exedT | 
Sebueamoc seed sad ersbeosorg beitibom # Sas. amrol gatmtes do 

wWivisosborT bas sneayolqull 4 

vrutot Sead ewolzen s beovioval rasy edd galauh befaoqes G77 a 

Da ~ s 0 basa nealoxd « eosige: of suslial edt offo 

dw eotegash ylomentxe ota senidoza talyoliiag Pic 

« pt tetitmes Ge eva yodt sayaced ,doy bus ,ebrany bprnpins 

scoltsionex wee eff  .eseyolqme yi Detaloexqqs ton. at Drama 

sbivorg evad sttil bus eteted af bebigga ed of abzsbasie 

eidexe} lenoo epttapes doldw ,toseqgiups aldt déiw: 


ods selthzodtus facel yt bexefietatube exe goA atid Yo —_ 
,eettotosnt to totoegunl s'yteetal ag to Mii Lidtemoques exit 


sat seoliok 


esolt 


TABLE XVIII 


| Particulars 


ections 1.2.3.4. & 6. 
Sec.7. Sanitary Conveniences 
a) Insufficient 
8 Unsuitable or defective 

c 


Not separate for sexes 
Other Offences 


TABLE XIV 
Section 133. 


Outworkers 


Wonk of No. of out- 


4 


4 


Qutworkers Section 134 
Notices Served Nil 
Prosecutions Nil 


Cases in which Defects were found 


Number of Cases in which . 
Defects were found 
: Found Remedied Referred 
to frem 
H.M.I.H.M.I, 
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ork | workers in | of default ‘Prosecutions jof work in 
: | August list |§ in sending ‘for failing |[unwholesome 
| required by lists to ito supply premises 
| See.133 (1)ce | Council lists 
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PEST CONTROL 


1. The number of properties found to be infegted by rats and mice again showed 
an increase over the previous year. This increased activity coupled with the 
fact that it is proving far more difficult to eradicate rodents, and in particular 
mice, by conventional baiting, has highlighted the need for a full time operator. 
At present the services of the operator are shared with the Borough Surveyor and 
he is in constant demand for a whole range of other duties. He has no facilities 
for transporting equipment, which further reduces his effectiveness. 


The possibility of operating a joint service with the Rural District is at 
present receiving careful consideration and this would seem to be a logical step, 
having regard to anticipated changes in local government, and could be of mutual 
benefit to both authorities. 


TABLE XX 
Type of Propert > 
yP 7 we 
Agricultural | 
1. Number of Properties in the district Tliecead TD ae 
2. a) Total number of properties inspected | 
following notification iy | 
b) Number infested by 
i) Rats 135 - 
ii) Mice 27 ss 


3. Total number of properties inspected 
for Rats and Mice for reasons other 


. than notification 236 6 
4. Number infested - 
i) Rats i 35 2 
ii) Mice i - 


2. Insect Pests 


Requests for advice and assistance were received in respect of 72 premises during 
the year. It is proposed to introduce changes for dealing with wasp nests in 1971, 
as the demand for this service is growing and it is important to conserve resources 
in view of the comments made in the previous paragraph. Other pests dealt with 
include carpet beetles (capable of doing extensive damage to fabrics throughout 
the house), cluster flies, fleas, ants and mites. Restrictions on the use of 
certain insecticides due to long term effects are making it more difficult to 
deal with some infestations, particularly where food premises are concerned 


3. Ferral Pigeons 


It was not possible to repeat the success of the previous year, but owners are 
being encouraged and advised on methods of reducing these flocks and there is a 
growing awareness of the nuisance arising from the presence of these flocks in 
urban areas. 


4. Rabbits 


It is the responsibility of individual owners of property to control 
infestations on their land and during the year a number of successful treatments 
were carried out on corporate property. 
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5. Pesticides 


The use of chemical pesticides always carries the risk of developing a 
new pest, or creating pests with resistance to certain pesticides, and of 
causing unexpected side effects such as have become apparent from the use 
of D.D.T. Pests tend to build up after treatments and then increased 
quantities of pesticides, or new pesticides, have to be used to maintain 
control. I wonder how many gardeners read and comply strictly with the 
instructions on the wide range of pesticides which are still available for 
their use. 

How many old containers are lying in garages or sheds containing toxic 
material ? I do ask the public to consider whether other alternatives 
can be adopted to control pests, and a recent publication by Her Majesty's 
Stationery Office "Beneficial Insects and Mites" highlights problems 
caused by using indiscriminate insecticides and washes. 

An increasing number of insecticide impregnated strips are being sold 
for domestic use. These strips are designed to emit small quantities of 
dichlorvos, an organo-phosphorus compound, constantly into the atmosphere 
of the room, be it a kitchen or a living room. A number of research 
workers in other countries have indicated that there could be a long term 
hazard by exposing persons or food to minute quantities of this insecticide. 


In the United States, the following warnings are associated with the sale 
of these strips - 
1) Do not use in kitchen, restaurants or areas where food is prepared 
or served 
2) Do not use in nurseries or rooms where infants, ill or aged persons 
are confined 


So far in this country, only general recommendations have been issued 
regarding the use of these strips, pointing out that they should not come 
into direct contact with food, drinking water or cooking utensils, and 
should not be used in larders or food cupboards where unwrapped food is 

stored. 


In my view, there is no real justification for the use of a substance of 
known toxicity in domestic dwellings where flies can usually be quite 
adequately dealt with by more traditional methods, including a fly swat 
and even a sticky fly strip, which although asthetically unpleasant, is 
never the less effective. In larger premises air conditioning, flyproofing 
and electric insectorcutors all provide effective means of fly control, and 
hand operated aerosols utilising less toxic insecticides, provide immediate 
specific control when used correctly. 


It is not necessary to drown a fly or wasp with insecticide in order to 
secure its demise. 


In the past we have placed too great a reliance on chemical control and 
greater attention should now be paid to proper housekeeping, hygiene, 
cleanliness and strict waste control, in order to control these pests. 
Legislation should be enacted to restrict the use of the more toxic pesticides 
until more accurate ways of evaluating the long term hazards can be 
devised. 
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 


1) Meat Inspection 


There are two licensed slaughterhouses in the Borough and a high 
level of slaughtering was maintained at both premises throughout the 
year. 


The line system of slaughtering at the bacon factory makes inflexible 
demands on the inspection staff whilst slaughtering is in progress, 
creating difficulties in maintaining proper antemortem inspection and 
limiting the introduction of improved techniques, which are becoming 
necessary with changes in the pattern of disease. 


Due to the relatively slow rate of slaughter at River Street it is 
not practicable to have an inspector on duty the whole time, and the 
premises are visited daily, arrangements being made for all carcases and 
offal to be retained until they have been inspected and cleared. 


TABLE XXT Number of Animals Slaughtered 


Wiltshire Bacon Co. 
River Street Slaughterhouse 


TABLE XXTT CARCASES AND OFFAL INSPECTED AND DETAILS OF CONDEMNATIONS 
canenenen = ‘cattle | Calves Pigs 4 
| 
Number Killed [2,696 | 13 2,597 | 82,358 | 


All diseases except Tuberculosis | 
and Cysticerci 
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tuberculosis and cysticerci | 24.7% 


Tuberculosis Only 


Whole carcases condemned oo. 
Carcases of which some part or 
organ was condemned 

Percentage of number inspected 
affected with tuberculosis 


Cysticercosis 


Carcases of which some part or i i 
organ was condemned oe | - - 

| 

( ‘ 


Carcases submitted to treatment by 
refrigeration 

Generalised and totally condemned 
Percentage of number inspected 
affected with cysticercosis 
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Cysticercus Bovis 


The location of the cysts found during the routine examination of bovine 
carcases and organs was as follows;- 
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Head - Internal Masseter Muscles ui 
External Masseter Muscles 3 


Heart = Endocardium 3 


All the carcases and offal were refrigerated at a cold store in Devizes, 
in accordance with the requirements of the Regulations, before being released 
for sale. 


TABLE XXIIT 
Analysis of Causes of Condemnation 
a) CARCASES 


Principal Grounds Cattle | Calves | Sheep § Pigs Total: 


Extensive banising or paieien 

Emaciation wi 

Fever _. 

Jaundice 

Generalised Oedema 

Acute. or Septic Pleurisy 

Acute or Septic Pneumonia 

Acute or Septic Peritonitis 

Pyaemia 

Septicaemia 

Malignant Tumours | 

Acute Swine Erysipilas 

Generalised Tuberculosis | 
| 


1 
a eae foe ee Se ee 


Lymphatic Leukaemia 
a 


Bleeding 


a 


Potties | jo +1 .. 5 1 °}157 | 158 


b) PART CARCASES 


Principal Grounds Cattle | Calves | Sheep 


| Aboesses F/Qr. 


Tuberculosis 
(Almost certainly Avian) 


| Abeesses H/Qr. | 706 
| Arthritis © 158 
Bruising - 992 
Injuries ~ 91 
Erythema - 411 i 
_ Corynebacterium equi ~ 
i 


Totals: : | -B, 548 1 3,550 
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c) EDIBLE OFFAL 
TABLE XXIV 


Principal Grounds Cattle Calves | Sheep Pigs Total: 


Lungs (Complete) 


Pneumonia | - - 6 | 4361 | 4367 | 
Pleurisy 27 ~ 3 j1574 =, 1604 | 
Parasitic |———w a je San 
Other - - | 582 | 582 | 


Totals: 27 


- ee 6550 


Hearts 
Cysticercus Bovis | 
Cysticercus Ovis 


Pericarditis etc. 


Abcesses 
Cirrhosis eases 
* Other) 

Fascioliasis 
Peritonitis 


Part Livers 
Fascioliasis 


_ By far the most important reasons for the condemnation of whole carcases 
were Septicaemia and Pyaemia caused by systemic bacterial infections, many of 
which could have been transmitted to man. The number of pigs found to be in 
an emaciated condition rose to 12, and although this was usually associated 
with physiological defects or parasites I am concerned that the pig should be 
permitted to become emaciated before it was slaughtered. In most cases if 
an ailing animal is slaughtered without delay the carcase could well have a 
residual value. 


The high incidence of pneumonia in pigs was maintained as also were 
parasitic infections to the liver. Both these items account for considerable 
commercial losses, either directly through the offal, or indirectly to the 
producer by delaying the development of the pig. 


Fascioliasis or liver fluke was again the most common parasitic condition 
found to affect cattle, giving rise to an incidence of 24% or 1 in 4 of all 
cattle slaughtered at River Street. These figures highlight the significance 
of Dr. Wray's investigation into the dangers of human fascioliasis. 
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Weight of Meat and Offal Condemned at Slaughterhouses 
44 Tons. 4 Cwt. 56 1b. 


Other Foods 


TABLE XXV Unsound Food Surrendered or Condemned at Wholesale 
or Retail Premises 


Tons. Cwt. Lbs. 
6 


Meat, including Bacon 
Cooked Meats 
Canned Goods 
Other Foods 
Frozen Foods 


With the changing pattern of food marketing, including the reliance on 
refrigeration in the handling of frozen food, it is important that retailers 
ensure that their refrigeration equipment is properly maintained and operating 
at the required temperature. Random checks indicated wide variations in temperatures, 
indicating thermometers should be provided to ensure that maximum temperaturesare 
not exceeded. 


Disposal of Condemned Meat and Offal 

All condemned meat and offal, from the two slaughterhouses, is collected by 
specialist processing contractors for conversion into animal feeding stuffs and 
fertilisers, at plants located outside Chippenham. 


“The remainder of the condemned meat and other foods is collected and destroyed 
at the Corporation Tip. 


Slaughter of Animals Act, 1958 

29 Persons were licensed to slaughter animals by the use of approved equipment. 
New applicants are interviewed; the provisions of the Act carefully explained and 
they are all required to serve a probationary period working under supervision. ‘ 


4 


All animals are slaughtered by humane methods and regular checks are made to 
ensure that the requirements of the Act and Regulations are complied with, 
including the handling of pigs as they are unloaded from the transporter lorries, 


FOOD HYGIENE (GENERAL) REGULATIONS, 1960 
TABLE XXVI 


Part II General Requirements 


Part III Requirements relating to persons 
engaged in the handling of food 


Part IV Requirements relating to food 
premises 


Total 
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Compliance with Food Hygiene (General) Regulations 1960 
TABLE XXVII 


Estimated 
No. fitted 
to comply 
with 

Reg. 16. 


Estimated 
No. where 
Reg. 19° 
applies, 


Estimated 
No. fitted 
to comply 
with j 
Reg. 19. 


Type of Business 


Grocers 
Hotels, Cafes & 

. Restaurants 

Canteens, Industrial 
Bakers & Confectioners 
Fish Fryers 

Butchers 

Licensed Premises 
Sweets and Sugar Conf'r.| 
Fruit & Vegetables 
Fishmongers 
Dairies 
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Note 


Ina number of the older smaller premises, washing facilities required under 
Regulations 16 & 19 may be sited in, and utilised in conjunction with, the 
adjoining living accommodation. 


It is the practice in all new premises, and wherever practicable in the older 
premises, to ensure that separate facilities are provided adjoining the preparation 
areas, 


Food premises Registered by the Local Authority 


Preparation or manufacture of specified foods 24 
Manufacture and Sale of Ice-cream 3 
Sale and Storage of Ice-cream 53 


Mobile Vehicles and Stalls 


There has again been an improvement in standards at mobile stalls at fairs and 
other functions. The greater use of disposable containers has virtually eliminated 
the problems of washing utensils in cramped and inadequate facilities which were 
commonplace before these regulations came into force. 


Mobile vehicles vary greatly in design and purpose, and most of the work under 
this heading is carried out by informal approach and advice. 

In eight cases, however, it was necessary to serve informal notices requiring 
structural and other alterations to the vehicles retailing in the town. 


Consumer Complaints Regarding Food 


These covered a wide variety of items and frequently involved close co-operation with 
my colleagues in other areas to ensure that there was a complete investigation into 
each incident. It is a pleasure to record that this co-operation was readily extended 
and despite. the problems created by a complicated chain extending from importers, 
to blenders, processing plants and distribution centres and finally to the retail 
outlet, it was frequently possible to pinpoint the cause of the complaint and to 
ensure improved methods of handling and techniques. There is now a greater awareness 
of the need to ensure proper stock rotation and the number of complaints due to failure 
to observe recommended shelf life showed a reduction. Some manufacturers are still 
excessively coy in clearly indicating when their products should be withdrawn and 
one still meets the retailer who fails to realise that a perishable product is 
still perishable even when it is packed in a glossy carton or plastic pack, In one 
instance a retailer was found to have 70% of his stock of fruit pies to be well out 
of code, and another admitted that he had no idea how long a particular product had 
been in his shop, or even that there was a recommended shelf life. 


Human error again accounted for a number of complaints and the importance of 
in-service training in the food industry cannot be stressed too strongly. 
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TABLE XXVIII 
Analysis of Complaints 


Meat Products 2 Bread 3 
Canned Goods 2 Confectionery & Cakes 2 
Cream/Yoghourt 2 Milk 6 
Others 3 
TOTAL 20 
Food Hygiene 


New Food Hygiene Regulations were issued during the year but showed little 
resemblance to the draft regulations circulated during the prior discussions. 

Whilst tidying up a number of loose points relating to unfit food, animal 
feeding stuff and protective clothing, and the protection of open food, there were 
a number of glaring omissions, in particular, there was no strengthening of the 
existing requirements relating to the temperature control of food. At present 
this has limited application in catering establishments and yet lack of proper 
temperature control could well be one of the greatest causes of food poisoning 
or spoilage in meat, meat products and similar foods. It is one of our main 
defences against the multiplication of harmful bacteria and it is considered, 
essential that susceptible foods should be kept below 50°F and preferably 45 F 
at all times. Surely this is not beyond the capability of the industry concerned 
to meet such a requirement by, say, 1975. 

As far as food handlers are concerned, four points cannot be emphasised toostrongly - 


1) use servers when handling open food 

2) do not smoke whilst in a food room 

3) use clean protective clothing and where necessary, proper 
head covering 


4) Now Wash your Hands 


Milk and Dairies 


A serious problem arose in the early part of the year due to repeated failuresand 
complaints of taint in pasteurised milk retailed in Chippenham but processed out of 
the town. 

As a result of our investigation, the source was traced to a particular dairy 
and detailed enquiries by the authorities concerned and the Public Health Laboratory, 
identified the source as being a coliform organism KLEBSIELLA EDWARDSIA, which was 
contaminating the processing plant. 

This particular dairy was subsequently closed under a rationalisation programme 
and a new problem arose due to the lack of adequate refrigerated distribution depots 
which caused further failures during hot weather. At the end of the year the position 
was improving, but it does stress the importance of ensuring that the move towards 
larger production plants does not cause a lowering of standards because of the 
larger distribution area and the need for properly equipped depots. 

It is pleasing to report that for the second year running, no raw milk was retailed 
within the Borough. Heat treatment is still the only real safeguard for ensuring 
that milk supplies in this country are safe, hence the importance of the routine 
bacteriological tests carried out by the department. 
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TABLE XXIX 


2 (only one processing 
plant in production) 


Number of Registered Dairies 


Number of Registered Distributors 
a) Obtaining milk from heat treatment plants 
within Wiltshire 
b) Obtaining milk from heat treatment plants 
outside Wiltshire 


Number of Distributors dealing in untreated milk | 1 (bulk only) 
Number of Registered Distributors 22 
Number of Dealers (Pre-Packed Licence) 22 


Bacteriological Examination 


Analysis of Samples - Public Health Laboratory, Bath 
TABLE XXX. 


No. of | M/B Test |Phosphatase| Turbidity|Colony Count | 
Type of Milk Samples} PastjFail.|Past.jFail.j Past§FailjPast. (Fail. 
Untreated 


g- 2 
Pasteurised MeL 
Ultra Heat Treated 
ee a 


Sterilised 


vi 
ON 
be 
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Liquid E Pasteurisation) Regulations 196 


There are no egg pasteurisation plants in the district. 


Poultry Inspection 
There are no poultry processing plants within the district. 


Imported Food Regulations 


During the year a considerable quantity of imported bacon was received in 
Containers, which under the new arrangements are not cleared by the Port Health 
Authorities. Notifications were received from the Ports concerned and the 
consignments were examined prior to distribution. 
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Ice Cream 


The standards for ice cream are not mandatory but successive failures in 
Grades III/IV are a matter for considerable concern and the increasing number 
of pre-packed samples falling into Grade II could also be held to indicate a 
lowering of standards somewhere in the handling of the product. 

The main problem with loose ice-cream is the need to use servers which can 
readily become contaminated and hence transfer contamination to ice cream. 
Discussions with representatives of the manufacturers indicated loopholes in 
the advice given to retailers, and the need to use sterilising agents 5 now 
generally accepted in this area. 

The trend towards loose ice cream and higher storage temperatures in retail 
cabinets certainly contributed to these poor results. 

In the course of our investigation a number of storage units were found to 
be operating far above the recommended temperatures, and in one instance 
de ficiencies were found in the temperature maintained at a distribution centre 
and in the fleet of insulated delivery vehicles. 

The need for strict attention to temperature control at all stages is a 
recurrent theme where perishable food is concerned. 


TABLE XXXI 
Results of Bacteriological Examination of Ice Cream 
rade ype a QO ream 
Soft Loose Pre-Packed Total 
I 5 21 28 54 at 
Le 2 12 10 24 25 
pe uh 10 5 16 fy 
IV - i - a a 
Total B 44 43 95 


Bacteriological Sampling of Other Foods 


A limited amount of work was carried out under this heading but to some 
extent this had to be curtailed because of the need to deal with associated 
problems in relation to Milk and Ice Cream. 


WATER SUPPLY 


The water is supplied to Chippenham by the North Wilts Water Board and is 
normally drawn from boreholes at Rodbourne, Charlton and Chippenham, and the 
sampling programme is designed to cover each supply. 

The chlorine sampling technique is dependent on a simple chemical test 
but due to the need to switch from a carcinogenic material, the department 
have been restricted to the D.P.D. method which was subject to error due to 
a deliquescent action. Improved tablets were introduced towards the end of 
the year and proved to be more satisfactory. 

A high proportion of the samples (23%) failed to indicate the presence of 
residual chlorine but some allowance must be made for the test errors. 


TABLE XXXII 
Colifom Residual Chlorine ~ 
present 


Mains Supply 


Private Bore 


No particular problems were indicated by the investigation into those samples 
where isolated coliforms were detected. 
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Presence of Lead 


Lead appears to have been little used in domestic supply systems, except 
in the 1930's when short lengths were used to connect to gas water heaters. 
Two samples submitted to the Analyst were reported as being less than the 
maximum permitted levels recommended by the World Health Organisation. 
Sample 1. 0.035 parts per million 
Sample 2. 0.07 parts per million 
The supplies of water to Chippenham are not actively plumb-solvent and 
there is no evidence of any hazard to consumers. 


ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION 
Domestic Pollution 
The much advertised short-fall in solid smokeless fuel caused a temporary 
set back in this field, but the growth in the house improvement programme should 
provide a welcome bonus in clean air. Nationally, it is a sobering thought, 
that 80% of SMOKE pollution is emitted from domestic chimneys. 


Industrial and Commercial Pollution 


During the year 15 premises were visited in connection with excessive smoke 
emissions. Obsolete plant, incinerators and the disposal of waste products 
and trade refuse, again were the main causes of complaint. 

A serious dust problem from a new installation was still being investigated 
at the end of the year. This was due to material handling rather than combustion, 
and illustrates the overall approach to air pollution which is necessary these 
days ° 


TABLE XXXIITI 
Section 3. New Installations 


a) Number of notifications 10 
° Applications for prior approval ~ 
c) Alterations required e 


d) Number of applications granted 7 


Section 6. New Installations - Grit and Dust 


a) Number of plans submitted and approved Nil 
Section 6. Chimney Heights 1968 Sec.3 

a) Number of plans showing new chimneys Z 
b) Number of cases in which alterations 


were required = 
c) Number approved rE 


Alkali &c Works Regulation Act 1906 


There are a number of scheduled processes in the town and these works are 
subject to the technical control of the Alkali Works Inspector due to the complexity 
of the processes concerned. 

The department co-operates closely with the Alkali Works Inspector and a monitoring 
programme has been established to ensure that there are no excessive emissions of 
toxic materials and, what is increasingly becoming more important, no build up in the 
soil of these materials, 


Pollution from Road Vehicles 


In the other fields I have been able to report progress but as far as road 
vehicles are concerned. I must state that the situation has deteriorated due to 
the increased volume of traffic and all pervading stench of diesel and petrol 
fumes in the centre of the town. This is a classic example of the needs, and 
indeed the natural rights of pedestrians being subordinated to traffic,and through 
traffic at that. 

The pollutants emitted by road vehicles include carbon monoxide hydro-carbons, 
oxides of nitrogen and lead, they are certainly offensive and current thought and 
research is seeking to establish the hazard to health. 

The long term effects of exposure to low concentrations have not been assessed, 
but certainly the short term effects of sending trunk road traffic with its 
procession of heavy lorries through the narrow streets of an ancient town, imposes 
a degree of pollution which should no longer be tolerated even in our congested 
island. . ~A0— 
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NOISE 


Noise is 4 man made phenomena and a great deal could be avoided by the better design 
of machinery, the provision of muffles or anti-vibration mountings, and the acceptance 
by one section of the population of a lower level of sound or music from amplifiers, 
in the interests of other people who live in the area. Noise from road transport can 
and does make normal conversation impossible, and the resulting vibration can cause 
damage to buildings flanking the main roads. 

The law relating to noise is at present under review, it would be helpful if it 
could be strengthened and the present statutory exemptions removed. 


TABLE XXXIV 
Number of complaints received 20° 


Number of complaints investigated 20 
Number of nuisances confirmed: 


Industry/Commercial 14 
Domestic 3 
Number of nuisances remedieds 
Industry/Commercial 13 
Domestic 3 | 
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One complaint was also received in respect of a mobile ice cream van, and this 
was dealt with informally. 


SWIMMING POOL 


The open air swimming pool and paddling pool at Monkton Park are visited weekly 
during the season and samples were taken to check levels of free chlorine and to 
ensure that the pH of the water was satisfactory. 


Swimming Pool Childrens Pool 
Average Readings Chlorine 1.2 ppm Chlorine 1.8 ppm 
pH ts3 pH 1<6 


The new equipment greatly assisted in maintaining the clarity of the wate 
previous trouble experienced with algae growth was avoided, a satisfactory 
standard of purity being maintained. throughout the season, 


rat 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

43 visits of enquiry were made in connection with infectious diseases and 
intestinal infections. All too frequently, however, the time lag between orse 
and notification made it difficult to pinpoint the source, particularly whex 
isolated cases were concerned. 

A disinfecting station is maintained at Frogwell Hospital by this departu 
in a state of constant readiness, for use by five authorities in the area. 
The capital and running costs are shared on 2 population basis. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS (WASTE FOODS) ORDER 


Three premises remain licensed under the Act and process waste food for use 
the adjoining piggeries, 


PET ANIMALS ACT 1951 


Two pet shops were licensed and both premises have been satisfactorily maintained. 


AGRICULTURE, (SAFETY, HEALTH & WELFARE PROVISIONS) ACT 1956 


As an urban authority, this has only limited application in the Borough. 
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DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


During the year, 86 sewers and drains were found to be choked or otherwise 
defective, and 112 visits were made in connection with the remedial works. 


Progress was made in improving access to older parts of the drainage system 
but the overriding priority is the need to commence Stage III of the Council's 
programme to renew the town's Sewerage System and Treatment Works. 


The River Boards are now becoming more active in pollution prevention, and 
the government's avowed interest, coupled with the Report of the Working Party 
on Sewage Disposal, is likely to give renewed emphasis and greater priority 
to the replacement of overloaded systems and inadequate treatment works. 

The capital cost is likely to be high, but this is a charge which must be 
accepted by the community and it is hoped that a start will be made on the 
scheme in 1971. 


HEALTH EDUCATION 


It is interesting to record the growing concern of people in the environment 
and the effect on their health and well being. 


My staff are always prepared to talk to members of the public on this subject 
and welcome public participation in maintaining a heaithy environment. During 
the year talks were given to food handlers, young people, and other groups, on 
various aspects of our work, and frequently resulted in a two-way exchange of 
ideas. 
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